Boris Johnson attacked over green failures before Cop26 climate summit
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There is a “vacuum” in government policy on climate change with Boris Johnson failing to match promises to cut emissions with action, according to Britain’s advisory body.

The lack of progress risks undermining the country’s credibility as host of Cop26, the UN climate conference in Glasgow in November, and “puts the whole process into jeopardy”, the Climate Change Committee warned.
Lord Deben, the committee’s chairman, said that if the government failed to set out strong policies by November it would not persuade other countries to act on their emissions. “If we haven’t shown the way in which we’re going to deliver, then we will not be able to make Cop a success,” he said. “The whole concept of global Britain being a leader will be undermined.”
The committee recommends in its annual progress report to parliament that all government policy should be subject to a “net-zero test”, in line with the UK’s legally binding commitment to carbon neutrality by 2050.  It also calls for the Planning Bill to be amended to ensure that new developments cut emissions and are prepared for rising temperatures. “Every decision, whether it’s building half a dozen houses or a major infrastructure project, has to be seen through the lens of net zero,” Deben said.
Chris Stark, the committee’s chief executive, said that Johnson’s promise in April to cut emissions by 78 per cent by 2035 from 1990 levels was on course to be missed by a “huge margin”.  The government was also off track on its emissions reduction targets for the next decade, including the 2030 target it submitted to the UN in December. “That is not a great place to be for the UK as Cop president,” he said.

“It’s been a year when the government has been willing to make some genuinely historic commitments on climate but the targets they have set are not going to be achieved by magic. There’s now a vacuum, which I’m afraid is being filled by the naysayers, who say that the government hasn’t got a plan or that it’s unwilling to show it.”
Stark said that only 11 out of 92 recommendations the committee made last year to government departments had been achieved in full. Ministers have made notable progress in only five of 34 priority areas for helping Britain to adapt to climate change. Failures include allowing new homes that will overheat and be at risk from flooding.
Ed Miliband, the shadow business secretary, said: “This report lays bare the yawning chasm between government climate rhetoric and the greenwashing reality.”

A government spokeswoman said: “Any suggestion we have been slow to deliver climate action is widely off the mark.” She added: “Our strategies on heat and buildings, hydrogen, transport, and comprehensive net-zero strategy this year will set out more of the very policies the Climate Change Committee is calling for.”

Comments
The "vacuum" is the CCC where science and data are irrelevant. Highly improbable, self-serving "solutions" are proposed for climate "problems" that do not exist. Net-zero is unachievable. Even if it were possible, the impact on climate would be utterly negligible. An outrageous waste of money and scarce resources offering no possible climate benefit.

What climate change? Where is it? Temperatures - no increase in the last 30 years? Rising seas - about 1.5mm per annum - noticeable where, even at high tides? People dying from CO2 poisoning? Climate change is quite simply the Emperor's New Clothes.

At some stage before 2050 a government will have to repeal the Climate Change Act because net zero is not going to be achievable

..and of no value even if it was achievable.

Whatever we do to reduce global Co2 is pointless when you see what China has planned. So stop the martyrdom and focus on making all our lives better

I am pleased that Deben and Stark are unhappy. There is no climate emergency and their proposals would just empoverish the whole country for no gain whatsoever. However much we reduce CO2 emissions it will not make any difference at all to world climate and so all the money spent on it will be completely wasted.

There is a need , albeit probably a declining one, to continue with fossil fuels for the forseeable future. We do not have the electricity generating capacity nor the inclination to all buy electric cars or convert our gas and oil central heating . The technology to make steel without coal/coke is not available yet and some say will not be so for at least 10 years Opening this oilfield makes sense ,as would starting the coal mine in Cumbria

Makes sense to us but these greens are not quite that perceptive sadly, just extremists with a one note song. Sad the Times supports them

Lord Debden needs to tell us what success is and how much we need to pay to achieve it. The article seems to imply that the answer is, setting an example to the rest of the world and there’s no limit. Surely it should be a measurable drop in temperature at a reasonable cost. As I have pointed out before, the problem for people who don’t want to make themselves poorer in order to have no measurable impact on the future temperature of the planet is that there’s no party to vote for.

The government's green targets are aspirational and political posturing. There is no chance of meeting the 2030 date to mandate electric cars.

